Avoidable claims in the liability experience of Virginia FPs insured by the reciprocal.
In response to the threat of litigation, physicians practice defensive medicine. A more effective means of reducing malpractice liability and improving the quality of patient care is to practice defensible medicine, i.e., those practice patterns that reduce the potential for claims and increase the likelihood that when claims do arise, they can be successfully defended. Unlike hospital-based specialists, family physicians can directly influence a significant portion of their risk of suit. By focusing management time and attention on the factors in their office practices that are linked to malpractice claims activity, family physicians can reduce the likelihood of being involved in claims.